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self-purification, the sum total of the merit earned thereby would be
so high that we would regain that birthright of ours which we
have lost. At present, we are striving for government by ourselves,
whether perfect or imperfect. For this, swadeshi is essential and
sufficient.
Only a few will observe brahmacharya> though we wish that all
should. If everyone observed it, we would gain the kingdom both
of this world and the other. It is part of our dharma to observe
it but, by linking it up with swadeshi, we make the latter, which
is easy to follow, as difficult as brahmacharya.
Having thus seen and explained the difference between the two,
I would certainly add that every worker whether man or woman,
should observe Irahmacharya till we have won swaraj. We, workers,
are so few in number and, on reflection we shall find that we are
so poor, too, that we have neither the time for begetting children
nor the means of bringing them up. Who would benefit by
children being born to a diseased person? What an immoral
thing it would be for a consumptive to beget children ? If this is
so, what are we to say about slaves? The great tragedy is that,
while thinking of the gratification of our desires, we do not think
at all about the offspring. We are such slaves to our desires that
we have lost all good sense. The birth of children is the accidental
result of our indulgence, and not the desired, worthy and sacred
fruit of a man of self-control having done his duty as a householder
to limited extent only. Very often it is an unwanted and painful
fruit.
I am certain that those dedicated persons at any rate who are
engrossed in the service of the people cannot possibly desire sex-
pleasure. How can they spare time for it, either? It is in the
hope that there will be no such person that I am making my
modest offering to this swaraj-yajna. If the ultimate aim is merely
to get power transferred to the people, I am sure I am not so
childish as to spend myself in meaningless efforts to secure this toy.
I indeed believe that those who accept even this outward freedom
as their goal for the present and work for it will realize that they
will not achieve it till they become truthful, compassionate, brave
and fearless, adopt simplicity in their lives and follow swadeshi.
While making this effort, some at least cannot escape laying their
hands on the ratnachintamani1, I have joined this effort and am ever
unperturbed because I know that it will raise the moral level of
the nation, and I certainly wish, therefore, that volunteers, both
1 A fabulous jewel supposed to have the virtue of fulfilling a wish  instantly